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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE AFNQL RESPONDS TO THE LEADER OF THE BLOC QUEBECOIS: QUEBEC
CANNOT REFORM THE CHARTER WHILE INFRINGING ON THE RIGHTS OF
FIRST NATIONS

Wendake, September 2, 2021 — In reaction, yesterday, to the press release of the Bloc Québécois
aimed at sending a message to other federal political parties to not contest Quebec’s future
Language Act which will recognize French as the official and common language of Québec, and
ensure that federal enterprises are subject to Québec’s Charter of the French Language, the
Assembly of First Nations Quebec-Labrador (AFNQL) is forced to provide some caveats on these
senseless remarks.

“The role of spokesperson for the Legault government and its retrogressive position towards First
Nations that the Bloc Québécois is giving itself has no place in a federal election campaign which
must instead be geared towards reconciliation. The Legault government’s Bill 96 is a formal attack
on the constitutional language rights of First Nations. The AFNQL strongly objects to this and will
continue to do so. If the Bloc Québécois is opposed to respecting the most fundamental rights of
First Nations, which is what it is doing by supporting Bill 96, I ask that they admit to it frankly,”
said Ghislain Picard, Chief of the AFNQL.

When the provinces, and in particular Quebec, strive to block any federal initiative in favour of
First Nations’ self-determination and the recognition of their rights, they give themselves a power
that does not belong to them, namely that of obstructing the future and development of Indigenous
communities.

“The provincial governments, in particular the Legault government in Quebec, get all worked up
in the name of their so-called constitutional prerogatives and do not hesitate to use the Constitution
Act of Canada for primarily electoral and partisan purposes, for example, with Bill 96, regarding
the status of Quebec and its official language. However, when the time comes to respect the
provisions of the same constitution that would allow justice to Indigenous Peoples, the rhetoric
changes!”, added Ghislain Picard, Chief of the AFNQL.



The provincial government is currently opposing, before the Court of Appeal of Quebec, a federal
law that recognizes the jurisdiction of Indigenous peoples in matters of child and family services,
An Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth and families (Bill C-92). It has
added its voice to those of other provinces to oppose the adoption of another federal law, An Act
respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Bill C-15) and
rejects the implementation of the most comprehensive international instrument on the rights of
Indigenous peoples (UNDRIP). Premier Legault confines himself to seeing in it only a right of
veto for the Indigenous peoples, a right which would put an end to provincial exploitation
withregard to the occupation of the territory unceded by First Nations and to the illegal
development of these territories’ resources that have been usurped by the province.

The federal parties must formally commit to a federal government that calls the provinces to order
when it comes to constitutional accountability to Indigenous peoples. The AFNQL also asks them
to engage in a national debate on this subject, bringing together the governments of the First
peoples, those of the provinces and territories, and the federal government, to which the
Constitution Act entrusts the important mandate to see to the fundamental relationship with
Indigenous peoples.

About the AFNQL

The Assembly of First Nations Quebec-Labrador is the regional political organization that brings
together 43 Chiefs of the First Nations in Quebec and Labrador. Follow the AFNQL on Twitter
@APNQL.
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